Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

c/o H.E. Mr. Mohammad Khazaee
Ambassador of Iran to the United States

Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations

662 Third Avenue, 34th Floor

New York, NY 10017, USA

[DATE]
Re: Nasrin Sotoudeh

Your Excellency:

I write on behalf of [INSTITUTION] to express grave concern over reports that Ms. Nasrin Sotoudeh, respected human rights lawyer and winner of the first annual Human Rights Prize awarded by Human Rights International, has been sentenced to 11 years in prison, barred from practicing law and banned from leaving Iran for the next 20 years. We respectfully urge you to intervene by reexamining her case and, pending her earliest release, by ensuring her well-being, including access to family, legal representation of her choosing and medical treatment. 

[INSTITUTION] has learned that Ms. Sotoudeh, a prominent human rights lawyer, was sentenced to 11 years in prison on January 10th.  Ms. Sotoudeh has been held in Evin Prison in Tehran since her arrest in early September. International media reports indicate that she was charged of “acting against national security”, “propaganda against the regime” and for “membership of the Human Rights Defenders’ Centre”, a group led by one of Ms. Sotoudeh’s clients, Nobel Laureate Shirin Ebadi. We understand that since her arrest, Ms. Sotoudeh has reportedly been held in solitary confinement, has not been permitted to receive regular visits from her husband and has not once been permitted to see her children. Additionally, media outlets have reported that prison officials told Ms. Sotoudeh of her expected sentence prior to her trial, suggesting that its outcome was predetermined.  All of this suggests apparent disregard of international standards of due process, fair trial and detention as guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran is signatory. 

The suddenness of Ms. Sotoudeh’s arrest in September 2010, the lack of any clear basis for her detention and the issuance of charges against her raise concerns about the ability of intellectuals and scholars to safely work in Iran. Taking into account reported arrests of scholars throughout Iran following the June 2009 election, Ms. Sotoudeh’s detention and sentencing suggest a wider attempt to intimidate intellectuals and to limit academic freedom in Iran—a suggestion we find particularly distressing and unfortunate, given Iran’s rich intellectual history and traditional support for the values of scholarship and free inquiry. We find this even more distressing given the current tensions in the region and the world, which appear to warrant more rather than fewer exchanges and discussions among scholars inside and outside of Iran.

We therefore join with many national and international academic associations, human rights organizations and individual scholars in respectfully urging you to ensure that Iran’s obligations under international law are upheld with regard to Ms. Sotoudeh. We implore you to reexamine her case and pending her earliest release, to guarantee her well-being and to ensure that she is granted access to family, legal representation of her choosing, and medical treatment. 

We appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply. 

Sincerely,

[NAME]

[TITLE]
CC:

Head of the Judiciary

Ayatollah Sadeqh Larijani

Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh

(Office of the Head of the Judiciary)

Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave. (south of Serah-e Jomhouri)

Tehran 1316814737

Islamic Republic of Iran

Email: info@dadgostary-tehran.ir  

The Honorable _________
Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to [YOUR COUNTRY]
[POSTAL ADDRESS]

[FAX]

[EMAIL]
(See http://www.mfa.gov.ir/cms/cms/Tehran/en/Missions/ for a list of Iranian embassies worldwide.)

The Honorable _________
Ambassador of [YOUR COUNTRY] to the Islamic Republic of Iran

[POSTAL ADDRESS]

[FAX]

[EMAIL]
Scholars at Risk

New York University

194 Mercer Street, 4th floor

New York, NY 10012 USA

Fax: +1 (212) 995-4402

Email: scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu 

