The Honorable _________
Ambassador of the People's Republic of China to [YOUR COUNTRY] 
[POSTAL ADDRESS] 

[FAX] 

[EMAIL] 
(See http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/wjb/zwjg/2490/ for a list of Chinese embassies worldwide.)
[DATE]








RE: Ai Weiwei
Your Excellency:
In advance of this week’s U.S.-China Human Rights Dialogue, I write to express concern for artist Ai Weiwei and the many other artists, scholars, writers and intellectuals who reportedly have been detained in China in recent months.  I join with the many local, national and international human rights organizations, academic and artistic associations, and individuals calling on authorities to reexamine these detentions and urging the earliest release of these individuals. 
Public reports suggest that Ai Weiwei was denied permission to travel to Hong Kong and has been detained without charge, allegedly in response to his public expression of calls for political reform.  If these are reports are true, Ai WeiWei’s detention would be a clear violation of internationally recognized standards of free expression, due process, fair trial and detention, as enshrined in the United Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights and many subsequent instruments.  Moreover, absent clearly legitimate, publicly expressed grounds for the continued detention of Ai WeiWei and many other intellectuals, especially if these were to continue, these detentions suggest serious concerns about intimidation of intellectuals generally in China and about their ability to conduct world-class research and scholarship in such an environment, suggestions we find particularly distressing given both China’s rich intellectual history and the leadership role that China and Chinese universities and scholars can and should play in the development of knowledge, research and learning in the 21st century.

We therefore respectfully urge you to investigate this matter and to instruct the appropriate authorities to reexamine the detention of Ai Weiwei and other intellectuals, and more broadly, to encourage an atmosphere in China conducive to the free and open exchange of information and ideas.  
We thank you for your attention to this important matter, and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
[NAME]

[TITLE]
cc:

H.E. Mr. Yang Jiechi

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China

No. 2, Chaoyangmen Nandajie, Chaoyang District, Beijing, 100701
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