



Ambassador Dr. Imad Moustapha 
Embassy of the Syrian Arab Republic
2215 Wyoming Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20008 USA

DATE
Re: Mr. Yassin Ziadeh

Your Excellency:

I write to express concern over reports that Mr. Yassin Ziadeh is being held incommunicado and without charge since August 30, 2011.  I respectfully urge you to encourage the authorities in Syria to disclose Mr. Ziadeh’s location and any charges against him and to ensure his well-being, including immediate access to medical treatment, family and legal counsel, pending his earliest release.

I have learned from Scholars at Risk that reports have been received indicating that Mr. Ziadeh was arrested in Daraya, Syria and has been held in an undisclosed location without access to family or counsel.  Reports indicate that Mr. Ziadeh was not involved in the ongoing pro-democracy protests in Daraya and other cities.  Rather, he appears to be held in retaliation for the academic and human rights work of his brother, Radwan Ziadeh, a visiting scholar at George Washington University, author of Power and Policy in Syria (2011) and founder of the Damascus Centre for Human Rights Studies.  Radwan Ziadeh left Syria in 2007 after receiving threats.  I understand that his family has reported repeated harassment since his departure.  

I am concerned that these apparent acts of retaliation including the ongoing detention of Mr. Yassin Ziadeh are intended to silence intellectuals working on topics relating to Syria, most especially Mr. Radwan Ziadeh.  If true, these acts would clearly violate academic freedom and human rights. 

I therefore join with many national and international human rights organizations and individuals in respectfully urging you to ensure that Syria’s obligations under international law are upheld with regard to Mr. Ziadeh.  I implore you to report this matter to the authorities in Syria to urge them to disclose Mr. Ziadeh’s location and any charges against him and to ensure his well-being, including immediate access to medical treatment, family and legal counsel, pending his earliest release. 

I appreciate your attention to this important matter and look forward to your reply.
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Sincerely,

NAME
TITLE

CC:

The Honorable _________
Ambassador of the Syrian Arab Republic to [YOUR COUNTRY]
[POSTAL ADDRESS]
[FAX]
[EMAIL]

The Honorable Hillary Clinton
United States Secretary of State
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street NW
Washington, DC 20520 USA

The Honorable Navanethem Pillay
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland

Scholars at Risk 
New York University
194 Mercer St., 4th floor
New York, NY 10012  USA
Fax: +1 212 995-4402
scholarsatrisk@nyu.edu 

